
BACHELOR OF CRAFTS IN GLASS AND CERAMICS

2020
INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN
KADK BORNHOLM



Published by:

The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts

Schools of Architecture Design 

and Conservation

Institute of Architecture and Design

Copenhagen 2020

Photography:

Nana Reimers

Cæciliie Philipa Vibe Pedersen

KADK

Philip de Langes Allé 10

1435 København K

kadk.dk

info@kadk.dk 

KADK BORNHOLM

Stenbrudsvej 43

3730 Nexø

bornholm@kadk.dk



CONTENTS
WELCOME TO KADK BORNHOLM  3

BACHELOR OF CRAFTS IN GLASS AND CERAMICS  4

TEACHING METHODS  9

CAREER  14

BORNHOLM – WORLD CRAFT REGION  16

PRACTICAL INFORMATION  17





3

WELCOME TO KADK BORNHOLM

The Royal Danish Academy of Fine 
Arts, School of Design, Bornholm 
(KADK Bornholm) is one of Europe’s 
leading educational institutions within 
the field of glass and ceramics. We 
are striving to create a dynamic and 
internationally oriented programme 
of high quality for education as well 
as academic and artistic research. The 
Bachelor of Crafts in Glass and Ceram-
ics is a 3½ year bachelor’s degree 
programme taught in English.

The glass and ceramics workshops 
are the heart of the programme. Here 
we work with development in form 
and expression, function and object 
through many different materials, and 
the students have ample opportunity 
for exploration and in-depth experi-
mentation with the diverse expres-
sions of the materials.

The programme has a specific artistic 
and entrepreneurial profile, which 
allows the students to explore the idea 
of starting their own business. There 
is also a focus on understanding the 
regional, national and international 
traditions of craft that emphasises 
social significance and contemporary 
development. This will include knowl-
edge about new production methods, 
new technologies and sustainability.

Our programme is rooted in the 
strong tradition of Danish craftsman- 
ship. On that basis we address the 
new ways people choose to live and 
reside; we look at social and cultural 
contexts and consider the present-day 
framework for launching new business 
ideas and business models.

The educational programme is located 
on the beautiful island of Bornholm 
specifically due to its strong craft tra-
dition; our students quickly assimilate 
with the locals and create new con-
tacts with the arts and crafts communi-
ty and with established companies.

In this brochure, you can read more 
about our educational programme 
and life as a student on Bornholm. 

Viki Noorman Kert
Daily leader and teacher 

Nina Husted Erichsen 
Head of Programme
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BACHELOR OF CRAFTS 
IN GLASS AND CERAMICS 

Working with glass and ceramics is 
innately related to the way human 
beings organise their lives and sur-
round themselves with material ob-
jects. The materials clay and glass are 
historically associated with functional 
artefacts. We shape the material and 
bring art into daily life, both as articles 
for everyday use and artistic objects.

At KADK Bornholm, you are given a 
unique framework for your specia-
lisation within the fields of glass or 
ceramics. The workshops are the focal 
point for developing your craft skills 
combined with your artistic intention. 
As a student, you have free access to 
the school’s workshops around the 
clock, which provides am-ple opportu-
nity to immerse yourself in your craft. 
The learning environment is internatio-
nal with students coming from all over 
the world to study.
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KEY DISCIPLINES

The programme is built around four 
key disciplines:

1. Problem and concept development, 
material understanding and the de-
sign and development of skills in the 
artistic handling of the materials glass 
and ceramics.

2. Professional insight, including 
knowledge about branding, dissemi-
nation, workshop operation, business 
development, business management 
and entrepreneurship.

3. Historical and theoretical under-
standing of the cultural and social 
context of craft, as well as academic 
skills, focusing on theory.

4. Understanding of general design 
methodology and skills in design 
process, focusing on method and 
professional life. 

In addition, there is a significant orien-
tation towards professional life in the 
form of two internship periods during 
the 4th and the 7th semester of the 
programme. These internships offer 
the student a unique opportunity to 
learn more about their chosen profes-
sion and about business practices.

There are modules that aim specifical-
ly at developing entrepreneurial skills, 

including the ability to establish one-
self in the Danish or the international 
market and present an independent 
artistic and business profile. 

Throughout the programme, you are 
continuously working on the develop-
ment of your own specialisation and 
interest in the materials with the goal 
of creating a personal position within 
the profession.
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TEACHING METHODS

The programme is defined through 
a variety of teaching methods, all of 
which are aimed at developing the 
student’s independent, artistic and 
business profile.

Each training module of the program 
has an independent element which 
is awarded a certain number of ECTS 
points once the student has passed an 
examination.

The teaching methods may include 
the following:

• Student team work in groups
• Workshop demos
• Technical and skill-related courses
• Individual supervision
• Lecture/introduction from instructors 

or guest lecturers 
• Project-oriented presentations

The program emphasises the student’s 
ability to structure his or her own 
learning. You will demonstrate this 
ability on a daily basis throughout your 
studies, but in particular through five 
major problem-based projects that re-
quire a high degree of independence 
and work discipline. For these projects 
you, as a student, are responsible for 
scheduling regular supervision with 
one or more teachers or supervisors 
from the programme. 
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KADK BORNHOLM & 
KADK COPENHAGEN

The Bachelor of Crafts in Glass and 
Ceramics is part of the Institute of 
Architecture and Design at The Royal 
Danish Academy of Fine Arts, Schools 
of Architecture, Design and Conserva-
tion located in Copenhagen (KADK). 
In addition to the Crafts programme, 
the Institute houses two bachelor’s 
programmes as well as four master’s 
programmes in design and architec-
ture. Like all programmes at KADK, 
the Bachelor of Crafts in Glass and 
Ceramics is based on a combination 
of artistic development, research and 
practice. As such, students enjoy the 
advantage of the close-knit environ-
ment on Bornholm as well as the con-
tact with a larger network of teachers, 
researchers and students at KADK 
Copenhagen.

The design programme at KADK is a 
higher education that includes a ba-
chelor’s, a master’s and a professional 
bachelor’s degree programme. The 
aim of these programmes is to train 
practicing designers who regard them-
selves as innovators of the future, as 
communicators and as developers of 
sustainable social values, both intellec-
tually and through concrete solutions 
in the design field. The education 
is based on the student’s vision and 
aims at furthering the development 
of the artistic profile of the individu-

al, providing students with general 
business-oriented skills and in-depth 
research-based knowledge within the 
field of design.

KADK Bornholm works closely with 
KADK Copenhagen on disseminating 
the general design professional mo-
dules that include theoretical under-
standing and the development of the 
following academic skills:

• Knowledge and understanding of 
design history and aesthetic theory

• Knowledge and understanding of 
arts, crafts and design in a societal 
context

On these modules a number of in-
structors from the teaching community 
at KADK Copenhagen will assist the 
core faculty at KADK Bornholm, and 
the auditoriums at the two locations 
will be connected via interactive 
teleconferencing equipment, enabling 
participation in the instruction across 
the two locations. There will also be 
trav el activity between the two loca-
tions in order to create synergy and
inspiration across the programmes as 
well as development of the academic 
environments surrounding the cross-
disciplinary education.
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CAREER 

As a trained craftsperson, you large-
ly create your own labour market 
and your opportunities through your 
profile, your business model, your 
network and your flair for action. Many 
students have gone on to collaborate 
in working communities after gradua-
tion. Some find work with established 
arts and crafts and design companies, 
while others choose to continue their 
education pursuing a master’s degree.

Based on your specialisation and 
mastery of materials at a high artistic 
level, you will be able to work on 
decorative or exhibition assignments 
closely linked to artistic fields such as 
gallery activities, trade shows and the 
like. You can also choose to collabo-
rate with a wide range of industrial 
productions and companies from, for 
example, building elements for more 
classic consumer products.

GEORGE WILLIAM BELL, STUDENT:

”What I find incredibly inspiring about the 
programme, is the way in which students are 
brought together from all over the world and 

taught the powerful concepts of design thinking 
and collaboration. While at the same time allowing 

students to develop their independent form 
knowledge through a design development process 

rooted in the material process.” 
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BORNHOLM 
– WORLD CRAFT REGION

You will begin your new studies in the 
beautiful surroundings of Nexø on the 
island of Bornholm – recently named 
as a UNESCO World Craft Region. 
Bornholm is the first region in Europe 
to be honoured with this coveted title, 
the rationale being its particularly 
strong position within the field of arts 
and crafts. Currently there is a strong 
emphasis on strengthening the crafts 
community and the relationship be-
tween the practicing craftspeople and 
the educational and cultural institu-
tions on Bornholm for the benefit of 
the fields of glass and ceramics.

In addition, the art and cultural insti-
tutions on Bornholm, spearheaded by 
KADK Bornholm, the Bornholm Art 
Museum and Grønbechs Gaard, have 
hosted the international biennales 
for glass and ceramics, respectively, 
since 2006. The biennales have great 
recognition and attract international 
attention to KADK Bornholm and to 
Bornholm’s arts and crafts community. 
As a student at the programme, you 
have the opportunity to follow the 
biennale up close, being offered the 
opportunity to create new contacts 
and networks with ceramics and glass 
practitioners from around the globe.

With its 40,270 residents, Bornholm 
is especially well-known for a number 

of small speciality companies selling 
products such as food, nature experi-
ences, glass and ceramics.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

In this section you can read more 
about travelling to and living on the 
island during your studies at KADK 
Bornholm. You may also contact one 
of our students, in case you need 
additional information.

Costs Associated with the Study
Students will incur some expenses 
associated with study trips, internships 
and trips back and forth to KADK 
Copenhagen. A small material fee is 
charged for the use of the glass and 
ceramics. The material fee is currently 
DKK 2,278.00 per semester for ceramic 
students and DKK 2,847.00 per 
semester for glass students (the fees 
are subject to change).

For international students outside EU/
EEA/Swiss a tuition fee applies. 
Please contact Admission Office:
Tel: +45 4170 1678.

For further information about the 
programme, admission and impor-
tant deadlines, please visit: https://
kadk.dk/en/crafts-admission-
professional-bachelor

If you have questions about applying 
to KADK Bornholm, please contact our 
Admission Office:
Tel: +45 4170 1678 
E-mail: ba-optagelse@kadk.dk

How to Get Here
It is easy and fast to get to Bornholm. 
It takes only 35 minutes to fly from 
Copenhagen, special student tickets 
are available. You can also take the 
ferry from Ystad in Sweden, which 
takes just 1 hour and 20 minutes, or 
travel from Copenhagen by car, bus 
or train in only two and a half hours. 
Don’t forget to bring a picture ID for 
travels through Sweden and Germany.

More information about travel options 
to Bornholm is available on:
www.bornholm.info/en/travel-to-born-
holm/

https://kadk.dk/en/crafts-admission-professional-bachelor
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ACCOMMODATION IN NEXØ

Most students easily find accommoda-
tion close to the school in Nexø. The 
following links guide you to several 
options you can explore for yourself:

Stenbrudsengen 
Student housing approximately 1 km 
from the school. Most students stay 
here.

Bornholms Boligselskab
Paradisvej 1A 
3730 Nexø

Tel: +45 5649 3917. 
Telephone hours: 
Monday-Friday 10-14
mail@bak-bornholm.dk  
www.bak-bornholm.dk

Nexø Hostel 
Gl. Rønnevej 17A, 
3730 Nexø

Tel: +45 70 22 08 98. 
Telephone hours: 
Monday to Friday 9-14
booking@nexohostel.dk   
www.nexohostel.dk





The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts
Schools of Architecture, Design and Conservation
School of Design, Bornholm




