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THE GEORGIAN MILITARY ROAD

PREFACE

There are few modes of escapism: one is rooted in the creation of 
pleasurable fantasy; one enacts fear; constructing and saturating the 
reality an individual is running from. The Georgian Military Road in 
this project becomes a site to explore the latter.

Georgia and other countries of similar size or geographical location 
are often passive spectators and victims of geopolitical shifts. 
Naturally, Georgian news is preoccupied with the situation in the 
USA, EU and Russia. There is an underlying feeling that Georgia as a 
country cannot choose its own course. This project tries to deal with 
this feeling of debilitation. Building on Theodor Fontane’s advocacy 
for escapism, that ‘we cannot do without auxiliary constructions’ it 
proposes an architectural intervention in order to enact the fear of 
war, occupation, displacement and struggle between East and West 
that takes place in Georgia.
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INTRODUCTION

PREMISES AND OBJECTIVES
The project aims to saturate an experience of the Georgian Military 
Road while questioning a possibility for a relationship between 
military and tourism industries. It links the natural environment with 
military threats, reflecting upon scenarios of fear caused by political 
and personal insignificance while facing Russian state power and 
forces of nature. The primary intention is not to propose possible 
improvements of the situation. The project is seen as a palliative 
measure, aimed to synthesize, exaggerate and speculate on the 
present condition of the Georgian Military Road.

NOTE
The additional information in gray relates to a particular choice of 
visual material and its relevance to the project, providing broader 
historical or theoretical context.

The Georgian Military Road connects the Georgian capital Tbilisi 
and the Russian city Vladikavkaz [lit. ruler of the Caucasus]. The 
Road started to take its present form at the end of 18th century after 
improvements carried out by the Russian military in order to control 
the Caucasus Mountains. While the military aspect started loosing 
its significance the road became a travel destination. Firstly through 
the romanticisation of nature and local identity by writers such as 
Pushkin, Tolstoy, Lermontov, etc. Later by USSR travel agency’s 
Intourist propaganda and tourism infrastructure development. The 
aspect of tourism today remains relevant, even though the main 
usage of the road is now trade between Russia and Armenia. 
The following programme will outline various aspects and actors 
operating on the Road and provide a wider context to the project, 
bringing nature, military and tourism together.  
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In 1929 Joseph Stalin founded 
an official state travel agency 
called Intourist. The agency 
was responsible for bringing 
foreign tourists to the country 
and controlling their stay. 
Intourist advertised USSR 
trips abroad, published travel 
brochures and posters.
Many employees were 
associated with NKVD and 
later KGB. Some hotels were 
equipped with electronic 
spying devices and specially 
trained staff, in order to spy 
on their guests or potential 
foreign spies. Cold War 
witticism described that 
‘Intourist is to tourism as 
indigestion is to digestion.’
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CONTEXT
_HISTORICAL CONTEXT

The Georgian Military Road crosses the Caucasus Mountains 
connecting the Georgian capital Tbilisi with the Russian city 
Vladikavkaz.  

The road is often dangerous or even closed  because of avalanches 
and heavy snowfalls. Besides natural disasters that stop the 
movement of vehicles, international relations are also at play, as they 
impact the speed in which traders can pass the boarder. 

The road started to play its military role in 1769 when it was first 
used by Russian troops. It was converted into a carriage road in 1783. 
Later it became the stronghold of the Russian Empire. It also entered 
the military vocabulary as a geographical man-made feature, splitting 
the Caucasus Mountains almost exactly in the middle and dividing 
the Caucasian war into the Russo-Circassian (west) and the Murid 
Wars (east). 

The following maps are taken from the book
The Ghost of Freedom by Charles King (King 2008)
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Nowadays the road is the only direct land connection between Russia 
and Georgia and the only crossing through the Caucasus Mountains 
not under the disputed territories of South Ossetia and Abkhazia. It is 
a part of an important trade route between Russia and Armenia, and 
also a popular tourism and pilgrimage route.

Both wars resulted in the annexation and incorporation of Caucasus 
territories into the Russian Empire and later Soviet Union. Under 
Soviet occupation the active military instrumentality of the road 
slowly started losing its relevance and the role of the road was shifted 
towards expression of ideology by erecting new Soviet monuments 
along the way. 
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_CURRENT WARFARE AND TOURISM  CONTEXT

A majority of the international community agrees that around 
20% of Georgia’s territory (Abkhazia and South Ossetia) is under 
occupation. The designated foreign enemy of the country is the 
Russian Federation.  At the same time, economical, geographical, 
cultural, historical, and unofficial ties with Russia create a strange 
dynamic between the two states. In order to take the advantageous 
position each country invests into closely monitoring and predicting 
the actions of the other. In military terms this means concentrating 
on the ISTAR system (Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition, 
and Reconnaissance) and also developing methods to counteract this 
collection of information. 

Geographically the Georgian Military Road is situated just next to 
the heavily militarized and disputed territories of South Ossetia 
(Russo-Georgian War of 2008), the Republic of Ingushetia (War 
in Ingushetia in 2007) and Chechnya (still burning after centuries 
long Chechen – Russian conflict). Yet, it is the only land route 
for Georgian and Armenian trade with Russia, and a frequently 
visited tourist attraction. This chapter tries to suggest seeing 
tourism through the lens of the military. To do so the term ‘military 
action’ is used in the Clausewitzian sense where ‘war is merely the 
continuation of politics by other means’1 and even extended to 
include diplomacy. I will not go into theoretical considerations about 
where exactly politics becomes military action or what constitutes as 
diplomacy. Instead politics, diplomacy and war will all be seen on a 
gradient of military action. 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has said ‘Russia’s 
borders do not end anywhere. 
[adding later] That was a joke.’, 
addressing a televised awards 
ceremony for geography 
students, November 2016.

As an example, fighting 
in eastern Ukraine has 
intensified in the past month. 
‘Such a significant flare-up in 
violence, less than a month 
after Donald Trump took 
charge of the White House, 
feels more than coincidental. 
The new US president has 
constantly mooted his desire 
to “get along” with Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin.
And when responding to the 
latest violence in Avdiivka 
there has been a clear change 
of tone from the Obama days.
The US state department said 
it still supported Ukraine’s 
‘sovereignty and territorial 
integrity’.
But gone is any blame on 
Russia for failing to rein the 
separatist forces in.’ (Burridge, 
2017)

1.  Clausewitz, Carl von, 
Michael Howard, and Peter 
Paret. 1976. On War. 1st ed. 
Princeton, N.J.: Princeton 
University Press.Sc

re
en

 sh
ot

s f
ro

m
 a

 te
le

vi
se

d 
aw

ar
ds

 ce
re

m
on

y 
 (“

Ru
ss

ia’
s 

Bo
rd

er
 D

oe
sn

’t 
En

d 
A

ny
w

he
re

, V
la

di
m

ir 
Pu

tin
 

Sa
ys

 - 
BB

C
 N

ew
s”

 2
01

7)



1514
THE GEORGIAN MILITARY ROAD

Reading these two statements it becomes clear that both countries, 
Georgia and Russia, see war, politics and diplomacy [and tourism] 
in a new light. This new mode is called non-linear warfare based 
on reflexive control. Can Kasapoglu in his article Russia’s Renewed 
Military Thinking: Non-Linear Warfare and Reflexive Control that was 
published by the Research Division of the NATO Defense College, 
describes non-linear, or hybrid warfare as based on ‘penetration’. 
Instead of following the traditional linearity of warfare: strategic 
deployment, declaration of war, frontal collision; it is based on 
‘non-contact’ clashes between highly maneuverable units within 
undeclared wars, peace-time military action, use of ‘armed civilians,’ 
and ‘management of troops in a unified informational sphere.’4 

The reflexive control theory started to be developed in Soviet times 
and now is put into practice by Russia. Reflexive control refers to 
‘systematic methods of shaping the adversary’s perceptions, thereby 
decisions, and latently forcing him to act voluntary in a way that 
would be favorable to Russia’s strategic interests.’5 Non-linear warfare 
and reflexive control are operated within blurred boundaries of civil 
and military actions.

 In the 21st century we have 
seen a tendency toward blurring 
the lines between the states of 
war and peace. Wars are no 
longer declared and, having 
begun, proceed according to an 
unfamiliar template.[…] The 
very “rules of war” have changed.
The role of non-military means 
of achieving political and 
strategic goals has grown, and, in 
many cases, they have exceeded 
the power of force of weapons 
in their effectiveness. The focus 
of applied methods of conflict 
has altered in the direction 
of the broad use of political, 
economic, informational, 
humanitarian, and other non-
military measures—applied in 
coordination with the protest 
potential of the population. 
All this is supplemented by 
military means of a concealed 
character, including carrying 
out actions of informational 
conflict and the actions of special 
operations forces. The differences 
between strategic, operational, 
and tactical levels, as well as 
between offensive and defensive 
operations, are being erased.2

General Gerasimov, the current Chief of the 
General Staff of the Russian Federation’s 

Armed Forces, in his article for “Military-
Industrial Kurier” on February 27, 2013

At the current state of our 
international relations with 
Russia, this is national 
diplomacy. Hundreds of 
thousands of tourists from Russia 
will come here and when they’ll 
see a well-developed Kazbegi 
with its road infrastructure, they 
will be very surprised. We’re 
currently building a tunnel, 
which would connect Kazbegi 
with Tbilisi, it’s more important 
than the Roki tunnel. When 
tourists from Russia will see that 
Georgia is developing, it will be 
quite difficult for the Russian 
government to persuade them 
that Georgia isn’t a safe place or 
to try to prepare another military 
venture. The Russian people are 
not our enemies, I’ve myself been 
convinced of this many times 
while visiting the controlled 
access point of Kazbegi-Upper 
Lars. The Russian people just 
have a particular government, 
which is currently quite 
aggressive, but this is temporary. 
The families in Kazbegi used to 
be quite poor, soon not a single 
family will remain without a 
source of income. Kazbegi has 
become one of the best places in 
our country and this hotel is an 
excellent place to stay for Russian 
guests.3

Georgian President M. Saakashvili in the 
interview given at Rooms Hotel Kazbegi in 

Stepantsminda (town along the Georgian 
Military Road)

2.  For English translation, 
see “Top Russian General 
Lays Bare Putin’s Plan 
For Ukraine”. 2014. The 
Huffington Post. http://www.
huffingtonpost.com/robert-
coalson/valery-gerasimov-
putin-ukraine_b_5748480.
html.
3.  “Rooms Kazbegi”. 
2012. Youtube. https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SzNNdpE4Gdk. 
(English translation: Kasparas 
Lucinskas)

4. Berzins, Janis. 2014. 
“Russia’s New Generation 
Warfare In Ukraine: 
Implications for Latvian 
Defense Policy”. National 
Defence Academy Of Latvia 
Center For Security And 
Strategic Research. Policy 
Paper (2). http://www.naa.
mil.lv/~/media/NAA/AZPC/
Publikacijas/PP%2002-2014.
ashx.

5.  Kasapoglu, Can. November 
2015. “Russia’s Renewed 
Military Thinking: Non-
Linear Warfare And Reflexive 
Control”. Research Division of 
the NATO Defense College. 
Research Paper, no. 121.
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The Russia - Georgia Friendship Monument next to the Jvari Pass 
was built in 1983 to celebrate the bicentenary of the Treaty of 
Georgievsk. It made Georgia a protectorate of Russia in exchange 
promising its territorial integrity and help against the Persian and the 
Ottoman aggression.
The mosaic decoration is a tale of friendship between the two 
countries quoting Rustaveli’s words that a ‘friend always helps his 
friend.’
The formal appearance of the look-out monument bears resembles 
to the ruins of a fortress. The mosaic is reminiscent of the Georgian 
religious fresco tradition. During the enemy invasions many of the 
frescoes and mosaics have been vandalized and in some cases entire 
interior spaces whitewashed. Similarly, at this monument the Soviet 
understanding of the history and the idea of the bright future is 
imposed on the wall.
Poetically speaking the monument is a middle part of a Soviet 
triptych. At the same time the statue ‘The bond of Friendship’ was 
built at the end of the road in Tbilisi, while the column ‘Eternal 
Friendship,’  postulating the words ‘Friendship’, ‘Union’, ‘Work’ and 
‘Peace’ in both Georgian and Russian, was erected in Moscow. The 
placement  resembles a military strategy: the start, the end and the 
most vulnerable part of the road are reinforced by new construction. 

The military importance of the Georgian Military Road changes 
during time. The physical quality of the road infrastructure and the 
accumulation of buildings along it register different historic modes 
and relations between the road and its military purpose. In this 
light the case study of two monuments along the road tries to bring 
together various aspects of this relation between the road and the 
military.  
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_CASE STUDY: MONUMENTS
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The Monument for the Three Hundred Aragvians at Zhinvali dam 
was built just two years later and portrays 18th century events 
very differently. The 300 Georgian soldiers have died defending 
Tbilisi from the 1795 Persian invasion, without the Russian support 
promised by the Treaty. Inscribed around the central pole are words 
from a Vazha-Pshavela poem used as a resistance anthem during the 
Soviet times:

‘We do not want to rob anyone’s homeland, but nobody can rob our homeland 
either from us, because we fight so fiercely for it, that even the dead will laugh 
at it.’

The appearance of the monument is based on the tradition of 
Caucasus Mountains military tower architecture. 
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Both monuments commemorate the real military event at the 
time when the road itself had not so much military importance. 
Nevertheless, in portraying the event through two confronting 
accounts of the history and symbolic military architecture, it moves 
the battlefield to the realm of politics and diplomacy. Nowadays 
this power struggle between Russia and Georgia is even more 
withdrawn from the physical military action on the road, but it is 
still happening in the realm of tourism. The Friendship monument 
is often mentioned in the touristic information about the road, it 
appears in many photos and blogs and its story is well known to an 
average visitor. On the other hand the history of  the 300 Aragvians 
monument is hidden from the touristic gaze and the memory 
embodied in this structures is disappearing from the narrative of 
the road.
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_UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

The project is politically engaged insomuch as it attempts to engage 
with UN Sustainable Development Goals. It relates more closely to 
the 10th UN Sustainable Development Goal: Reduce inequalities 
within and among countries. It situates itself in the present situation 
where superpowers or potential superpowers: Russia, USA and 
European Union tent to define the course of smaller, especially 
buffer-zone countries such as Georgia. Main incentive of the project 
is to exploit tourism in order to more directly involve these countries 
into local networks of Georgia and use their involvement as leverage 
in a broader political scene, where Georgia itself is not capable to act 
independently, example being the international community’s inaction 
at the time of 2008 Russio-Georgian War.

THEORETICAL CONTEXTPOLITICAL CONTEXT

_PAUL VIRILIO WORKS

The French cultural theorist Paul Virilio deals with issues of 
technology and power, acceleration and speed. In his 1977 book 
Speed and Politics he introduces a concept of dromology, the logic 
of speed, and its importance in warfare and communication. He 
notes that the capability of higher speed translates into power and 
domination: ‘Whoever controls the territory possesses it. Possession 
of territory is not primarily about laws and contracts, but first and 
foremost a matter of movement and circulation.’1 This is true in 
historical cases of the Georgian Military Road, where the speed 
provided by the road translates into the occupation of the Caucasus 
Mountains. Of relevance to the present situation are some of Virilio’s 
other works, such as The Aesthetics of Disappearance and War and 
Cinema, where he talks about relations between warfare and image 
making. The logistics of perception refers to contemporary warfare 
not only in terms of movement of physical material, but in terms of 
image making and televising of battlefields.

1.  Virilio, P., Polizzotti, M. 
and Polizzotti, translated by 
M. (1986) Speed and politics: 
An essay on dromology. 
New York, NY: Columbia 
University.



23
THE GEORGIAN MILITARY ROAD

PHYSICAL CONTEXT

_NATURE

The Georgian Military Road is both a scenic and dangerous route. 
The mountainous region is regularly subjected to strong earthquakes. 
Weather conditions are harsh and can change very quickly bringing 
heavy snowfalls and blizzards resulting in avalanches and mudslides. 
The road is quite often temporarily closed and in need of constant 
repair and maintenance works. 

Flora along the road is diverse because of elevation differences: 
Tbilisi is around 490 meters above sea level whereas the road at 
Jvari Pass reaches height of around 2380 meters. Therefore a wide 
spectrum of agricultural activities are carried along the road; from 
wine making and fruit growing to transhumance of sheep and cows 
in mountainous parts.A

 d
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‘What a glorious place that valley is! On every hand are inaccessible mountains, steep, 
yellow slopes scored by water-channels, and reddish rocks draped with green ivy and 
crowned with clusters of plane trees. Yonder, at an immense height, is the golden fringe 
of the snow. Down below rolls the River Aragva, which, after bursting noisily forth from 
the dark and misty depths of the gorge, with an unnamed stream clasped in its embrace, 
stretches out like a thread of silver, its waters glistening like a snake with flashing scales.’

Mikhail Lermontov
‘A Hero of Our Time’

1841
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_TARPAULIN

In contrast from traditional stone construction, lightweight material 
is increasingly present on the Georgian Military Road. Tarp 
(tarpaulin, polytarp) is a flexible, light and water-resistant material 
that historically closely related to trade and military. It is commonly 
used in land trade to protect goods carried by trucks, as well as in the 
military for temporary shelter. It is also a cover during building or 
renovation processes.
  
Tarpaulin is present on the road through temporary structures, 
such as banners, food and souvenir stalls, shepherds’ villages and 
predominantly - kilometers of trucks covered with tarp everyday 
waiting to pass the Russian border checkpoint. 

The project will explore architectural tarpaulin capabilities in 
contrast to the traditional stone architecture. Tarpaulin provides 
shelter through a very quick building process and relates to 
offensive military strategies, whereas stone structures characterize 
fortresses’ or bunkers’ as defensive typologies. The stone building 
is hidden in its surroundings through the use of the same 
material, whereas tarpaulin could employ strategies such as dazzle 
camouflage using complex patterns in contrasting colours in order 
to make it difficult to estimate a structure’s size and shape.Sh
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_TRADITIONAL BUILT ENVIRONMENT

The traditional architecture of the Caucasus Mountains has been 
closely related to warfare. The Vainakhish medieval towers - more 
common in Chechenya and Ingushetia regions - were built out of 
stone on hard rock and used for dwelling or military purposes, 
sometimes combining both. Military towers functioned both as 
signaling beacons and as watchtowers. Beacons were built on cliffs 
in a visually connected network. Watchtowers marked important 
bridges, crossroads and strategic mountain passes. This is also the 
case for the towers along the Georgian Military Road. Built out of the 
local stone - towers were concealed in the surroundings. They acted 
as observation points and made up a network to pass a warning in 
case of invasion.

Dazzle camouflage was a 
family of ship camouflage 
used extensively in World 
War I, and to a lesser extent 
afterwards. It consisted of 
complex patterns of geometric 
shapes in contrasting colours, 
interrupting and intersecting 
each other. Unlike other 
forms of camouflage, the 
intention of dazzle is not to 
conceal but to make it difficult 
to estimate a target’s range, 
speed, and heading.

Sno village fortified tower 
acted as an observation point 
and ensured the protection of 
the valley.
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SITE AND PROGRAMME

SITE(S)

The project will work at several distinctive scales. The first one 
is interested in the Georgian Military Road as a whole. A very 
important dimension of this site becomes time experienced 
through the movement on the road. In this sense the site is also 
the combination of at least two sites: Tbilisi-Vladikavkaz and 
Vladikavkaz-Tbilisi. The particular order of events and objects 
on the Road have to be taken into account in order to grasp the 
particularities of the site.

SOUTH OSSETIA

JVARI PASS
2379

FRIENDSHIP
MONUMENT

PROPOSED INTERVENTION SITE

KOBI

MOUNT KAZBEK
5047

GUDAURI
SKI RESORT

KVEMO
MLETA

STEPANTSMINDA

GERGETI
CHURCH

VERKHNY LARS
BORDER CROSSING

RUSSIA

‘And this is a dangerous road indeed: on our right, masses of snow leaned toward us, 
which seemed ready to break off and tumble down into the ravine at the first gust of 
wind; the narrow road was partially covered with snow, which in many places sank under 
our feet, and in others was changed into ice by the sun in the daytime and the frost at 
night, so that the horses continuously fell and we could progress only with difficulty. On 
the left there yawned a deep rift, with a torrent running in its bottom, sometimes hidden 
under a crust of ice, and sometimes bubbling froth over the black rocks. In two hours we 
just managed to get beyond the Pass of the Cross – two versts in two hours!’

Mikhail Lermontov
‘A Hero of Our Time’

1841
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INTERVENTION SITE

The main intervention - a motel - will be situated on the north side of 
the mountains, just a few kilometers down the Jvari Pass, around 30 
kilometers from the Russian boarder and not so far away from South 
Ossetia.
The location is chosen strategically to ensure control of the road at its 
most vulnerable stretch: this part of the road is often closed because 
of avalanche and strong snowfall risks. The road is reinforced by a 
secondary tunnel infrastructure used mostly during winter time. 
Some of the tunnels are from World War II (others date back much 
earlier) built by German POWs to protect the road from falling rocks 
and snow drifts.
Strategically the site already plays military and tourism roles. 
Militarily, it was used for anti-aircraft defense, but any signs are now 
missing. The latest account is from 2006: ‘The road zigzags sharply 
downhill from here [Jvari Pass] passing a few abandoned anti-aircraft 
guns along the way.’ Touristically, there is a small road stop with  a 
few temporary food and souvenir stalls. It is next to mineral springs, 
trickling down the mountain, that have distinctive colors and strong 
smell.

SHEPHERDS’
VILLAGE

MINERAL
SPRINGS

MINERAL
SPRINGS

PROPOSED MOTEL SITE

TUNNEL  _A

TUNNEL  _B

BAIDARA RIVER

TUNNEL  _C

TUNNEL  _C

TUNNEL  _D

TUNNEL  _E
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PROGRAMS AND USERS

To explore these differences, the project proposes combining two 
programmes; the motel and the military stronghold. 

THE MOTEL typology bears very strong American connotations. 
The choice to adopt and expand on this typology stems from 
several reasons. American cultural presence is peculiarly strong in 
Georgia: there is a great interest into USA politics in the Georgian 
media, defense reliance as well as broader cultural and political 
Americanization of the country. More obviously - the Georgian 
Military Road as an infrastructure of vehicle movement. The motel, 
contrary to the hotel takes into account the question of vehicle 
parking and its much more interlinked with the road infrastructure.
Additionally, the motel works as a setting for meeting the other. 
Personal touristic interactions might be manipulated to enact 
military encounters and diplomatic moves.

The project aims to provide a link between tourism and military. 
Tourism is one of the biggest industries worldwide according to the 
World Trade Organization and is an important factor in developing 
local economies. Beyond its economical factors, it also is a very 
widely cultivated form of escapism.

Further reflection upon defining a military strategy is a part of the 
project. I intent to explore differences between tourism taking part 
in a broader military strategy or tourism itself being a militant and 
invasive strategy. Perhaps introducing an addition to the linear 
Clausewitzian interval between war and politics and proposing a 
triangulation of war, politics and tourism.

A MILITARY STRONGHOLD places the building perpendicularly 
to the Road controlling passing of any vehicles. A defensive 
characteristic of the building would be ensured by the motel 
function: presence of tourists from various countries would provide 
direct involvement of the international community in case of military 
conflict. More offensive characteristics of a building, such as sheer 
scale of the construction, blocking the entire mountain pass and 
possible supply storage of food, water or military equipment would 
be concealed through the tourism function as well as by architectural 
camouflage means.
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Dazzle camouflage was a 
family of ship camouflage 
used extensively in World 
War I, and to a lesser extent 
afterwards. It consisted of 
complex patterns of geometric 
shapes in contrasting colours, 
interrupting and intersecting 
each other. Unlike other 
forms of camouflage, the 
intention of dazzle is not to 
conceal but to make it difficult 
to estimate a target’s range, 
speed, and heading.

Fortified towers in Caucasus 
Mountains were built as 
protection against invaders 
and raiders. Built out of the 
local stone towers along the 
Road are concealed in the 
surroundings. They acted 
as observation points and 
made up a network to pass a 
warning in case of invasion.
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METHODOLOGY
The proposal aims to investigate a broad scope of problematics of 
the Georgian Military Road. In order to grasp the Military Road as 
a site of intervention, differences in scale and temporality will be 
explored.

MOVIE

The film provides the possibility to take into account the dimension 
of time, speed and most importantly the reflection upon the medium 
of (re)presentation itself, addressing the issue of manipulation of 
perception. I intend to produce a movie, which examines the current 
condition of the road, moves between past events and speculates 
upon future propositions as well as examines theoretical ideas on the 
site encapsulated in the footage.

DIORAMAS: INTERIOR SCENOGRAPHIES

While the medium of the movie would be used to deal with a broad 
context and move between scales, the project also tries to explore a 
role of architectural means on the interior scale that could be used to 
saturate and script individual interactions which in turn might reveal 
insights into the relationship between tourism and military. 
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‘One of the richest and most 
interesting aspects of Matton’s 
work is how in-tune it is with 
much 20th century French 
philosophy and cultural 
theory. His circle of friends 
included Jean Baudrillard 
and Paul Virilio, both of 
whom championed his work. 
Baudrillard’s writings on 
Simulacra seem particularly 
relevant. Baudrillard thought 
that our contemporary 
experience is so dominated by 
images, simulations, replicas 
and references that we have 
lost our ability to experience 
what the images are meant to 
depict: reality. While Matton’s 
work makes a concerted 
effort to approximate reality 
as closely as possible in the 
boxes, by the act of doing so 
they also articulate a drama 
of the hyper-real, where the 
distinction between reality 
and replica blurs. [...]Once we 
have seen Matton’s box, that 
virtually becomes the reality 
of the space depicted and 
we lose touch with a sense 
of what the real space might 
have been.
When Alice hit the ground 
from what seemed like an 
endless tumble down the 
rabbit hole, she was first 
contracted like a telescope, 
shrinking so that she 
thinks she might disappear 
altogether. Shortly afterwards 
she’s stretched again (like 
a Giacometti sculpture) so 
that she thinks she’ll never 
see her toes. It’s as if her size 
is refocusing to deal with 
the strange and uncanny 
qualities of her surroundings. 
Enclosures enacts a similar 
readjustment of focus on the 
part of the viewer, as if by 
refocusing our attention on 
the miniature we’re able to 
stretch it liberatingly outwards 
again. At the core of Matton’s 
work are questions of scale, 
and part of the triumph of 
his art is its ability to open up 
spaces much larger than the 
everyday spaces we inhabit, 
in spite of and in fact because 
of the miniature platform on 
which he worked.’ (Ltd, 2016)

‘Nowadays, films live in a thousand and one forms on the internet. As short trailers, fragments, cloud-based copies of copies, 
endangered data, self-hosted vaults, and so on. Viewing cinema on a laptop screen is only possible when remembering that 
such an experience has little to do with cinema itself. As a hybrid, episodic documentary, “The Sprawl”‘s story isn’t linear. The 
film lends itself to be seen as a succession of impressions—a trailer, forever unfinished; the duration of each of those video 
pieces, or “shards,” is attuned to an attention span that is less cinema, and more internet.’ (“The Sprawl By Metahaven” 2017)
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SUBMISSION AND TIME LINE

16. FEBRUARY
Submission of Thesis Programme

Movie Outline
Preliminary Motel Design
Sketching of Interior Scenographies

3. MARCH
1st Diploma Crit

Development of Motel Design
Development of Interior Scenographies

31. MARCH
2nd Diploma Crit

Movie Production

28. APRIL
3rd Diploma Crit

Communication and Production

29. MAY
Official Diploma Submission
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CV

EDUCATION from September 2015
master of architecture
political architecture: critical sustainability
The Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts
School of Architecture

summer term 2014
Erasmus scholarship for studies
Technical University of Munich

2011-2015
bachelor of architecture
Vilnius Gediminas Technical University

WORK EXPERIENCE from December 2016
model builder
Lundgaard & Tranberg Arkitekter
(http://www.ltarkitekter.dk)

from February 2016
model builder
Danielsen Architecture
(http://www.danielsenarch.com)

July - August 2016
Part II at Innes Associates
Architecture and Urban Design
(http://www.innesassociates.net)

July - August 2015
student assistant at arc2lab
(http://www.arc2lab.de)

June - September 2014
internship at arc2lab
(http://www.arc2lab.de)


